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(AS ACTUALLY DELIVERED) 
Good eveaing, ny fellow Ccitizess: 


Tole government, as promised, hes rainteined the 
closest surveillance of the Soviet miliiery build-up on tbe 
island.of Cuba. Within the past week, unsistakable evidence 
bas established the fact that a series of offensive sissile 
sites 18 now in Preparation on that imprisoned island. The 
Purpose of these basea can be none other thas to provide a 
nuclear strike capability against the Western Henlepbere. 


Upon receiving the first prelicincry hard information 
of this nature last Tuesday morning at 2:00 a.5,, I directed 
that our surveillance be stepped up, And having now confirmed 
aod completed our evaluation of the evidence and our decision ox 
ἃ course of action, this governnent feels obliged to report 
thie new crigis τὸ you in fullest detail. 


The characteristics of these new niseile sites indi- 
cate two distinct types of installations, Several ef thea in- 
Clude Medium Range Ballistic Missiles, capable of carrying a 
nuclear warhead for a distance of more than 1000 azutical miles. 
Each of these missiles, in Short, 18 capable of striking 
Washington, Ὁ. C., the Panama Canal, Cape Canaveral, Mexico City, 
ΟΣ apy other city in the Soutbeastern part of thy United States, 
in Central Aperica, or in the Caribbean area, 


Additional sites mt yet completed appees τὸ te designed 
for istermedctate range tallistic sissiles -- capable of traveling 
more then twice as far -- and thus capable of striking cost of 
the major cities in the Western Henispbere, reaging 2s far North 
as Hudson's Bay, Canada, and as far South as Lima, Peru. In 
addition, jet bombers, capable of carrying nuclear weapoos, are 
Dow being uncrated and assenblod in Cuba, while the necessary 
air bases are being prepared, 


" Thies urgent transformation οὗ Cuba inte an importast 
Strategic base -- by the presence of these darge, long-range, asc 
Clearly offensive weapons of audden mass dostruction -- constituces 
δὼ explicit threat to tha peace and security of a1) the Americas, 
io flagrant and deliberate defiance of the Rio Pset of 1947, the 
traditions of this Nation asd Henisphere, the ὐοΐεῖ Reeolutios 
of the 87th Congress, the Charter of the vaited Natioas, and cy 
ον public warnings to the Soviets on September 4 asd 13. This 
®Ction also contradicts the Topeated aggurances of Soviet spokes. 
Beco, betb publicly and Privately delivered, that the aTRa but) ge: i, 
to Guba would retain its original defensive cbaracter, aod tba: 

Loe Soviet Untos had δὸ weed oF desire to atation @trate@gic 
“Yantles o2 tbe territory of any otber catios 
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‘oe 8126 of this undertaking makes clear that it has 
bees plipned for 6om6 booths. Yet only lait montb, after Σ had 
mace Cluar the distinction between any iaotroduction of ground- 
lto-ground oiseiles and the existonco of defensive anti-aircraft 
missiles, the Soviet Government publicly stated on September 11 
thet, aod I quote, “The armamente and military equipment sent 
to Cuba are designed exclusively for defensive purposes," and, 
and I quote the Soviet Government, "There is no need for tbe 
Soviet Government to shift ite weapons for a retaliatory biow 
to any other country, for instance Cuba," and that, and I quote 
the governnent, "The Soviet Union bas so poworful rocketé to 
carry these nuclear warheads that there 1s no need to search 
for sites for them beyond the boundaries of the Soviet Union.” 
That Statenent was false. 


Only last Thureaday, as evidence of this rapid offeo- 
sive build-up was already in my hand, Soviet Foreign Minister 
Grozyko told me in my office that he was dostructed to make it 
Clear once again, as he said hie government had already done, 
tbat Soviet assistance to Cuba, and I quote, “pursued solely the 
purpose of ccatributing to the defense capabilities of Cuba," that 
and I quote bin, “training by Soviet specialists of Cuban 
Rationals ino handling defessive armaments was by no means offen- 
give,“ and that “if it were otherwise," Kr. Gromyko went on, 
“the Soviet Government would never become involved in rendering 
such assistance." That statement also was false. 


Neither the United States of America nor the world 
comsusity of nations can tolerate deliberate deception end 
offensive threats on the part of eny nation, large or emzll. Ke 
no longer live in 8 world where only the actual firing of 
weapons represents a sufficient challenge to a natica‘'s security 
to constitute maximum peril. Nuclear we2pons ere £0 destructive 
and bellistic missiles are so swift, that any substantially 
dnereased possibility of their use or any sudden change in 
their deplovment may weil be regarded as « definite threat to 
peace. 


For many years, both the Soviet Union and ‘the United 
States, recognizing this fact, have deployed strategic nuclear 
wenposs with greet care, never upsettisg the precarious etatus 
quo which insured that these weapons would aot be used ta the 
zusence of some vitel chellesge. Our os stretegic missiles hzve 
never been trangferred to the territory of any other nation, 
under a cloak of secrecy and deception; and our history, unlike 
that of the Soviets since the end of Yorid Var II, demonstrates 
that we have no desire to dominate or conquer any other sation 
Or impose our system upon its pecple. Kevertheless, Anerican 
@itigens have become adjusted to living daily on the bull's eye 
of Soviet missiles loceted inside the USSR or in submarings, 
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aod in defiance Of American aod Hemiapheric Policy -- this sudden, 
Clandestine decision to Station atrategic weapons for the firot 
tice outeaide ΟΣ Soviet soil -- ig ἃ deliberately Provocative and 
unjustified change in the atatua quo which cannot be accepted 

by this country, 17 our courage and our Commitments .are ever to 

be trusted again by either friend or foe, 


The 1930'g taught us a clear le3son: &gcressive -con- 
duct, if allowed to §row unchecked and unchallenged, ultimately . 
leads to war. This nation is Opposed to war. We are also true 
to our word. Our unswerving objective, therefore, must be to pre- 
veaot the u6e of these missiles ageinst this or any other country, 
and to secure their withdrawal or elinination fron the Western 
Henisphere, . ᾿ ᾿ 


Our policy bag been one of patience end Tegstraiot,: as 
befits a Peaceful and powerful nation, which leads & worldwide 


Shrink fron thet risk at any time it cust be Laced, 


Acting, therefore, in the defense of our own security 
ac of the entire Western Hemisphere, and under the authority 
€ltrusted to se by the Constitution as endorsed by the Resolution 
of the Congress, I have Cirected τρὲς the following initial eteps 
be tekea ἀπξεάλεταλυ: 


1) First: To balt this offensive build-up, a Strict quarantine 
ΟΣ @ll offensive oilitery equpmment under shipment to, Cuba is 
being initiated, All ships of any Kiad bound for Cuba fron ᾿ 
whetever nation or port will, 17 found to Contain cargoes of | 
offensive Weapons, be turned back. This Quarantioe wild be. ° 
@xteaded, 15. needed, to other types of Cargo and carriers... ¥e 


"SFe Bot at thie tine, however, denying the necessities of life as 
the Soviets attempted to de in their Berlio Dleckade of 1948, 


2) Secon: I have directed the Coctiased sq tocreased close 
Surveillance of Quba and ite military bulld-up. The Foreign 
kiniaters of the OAS, to thetr com=valque of October 6, rejected 
Secrecy on such Matters in this Eezisphere, Should these offeo- 
Give military Preparations costinue, thus lotCreasing the threat 
ἴο the Hemispbere, furtber aCtloo wlll te Justified, 1 have 
Oirected te Arwed Forces to prepare for any @veotualities; aod 
Σ truet tnat to thre laterest of both the Gudea people aod the 
sor tet tecesictanse OU Che elites, thre betarde to 9})} cCoateroed of 
COR towtiag Cote tnreat 7132 be forrogulsed, 
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3) Third: It shall be the policy of this Matdon to regard any 
nuclear missile launched from Cuba against any nation in the 
Weetero HeolGphere as an attack by the Soviet Union on the United 


States, requiring a ful) retaliatory rosponse upon the Soviet 
Union. 


4) Fourth: As a neceosary nilitary precaution, I have reivforced 
our base at Guantanamo, evacuated today the dependents of our 
Personnel there, and ordered additional military unite to be on 

a Staodby alert basis. 


5) Fifth: We are Calling tonight for ac immediate meeting of 

the Organ of Coneultaotion under the Organization of Anerican 
States, to consider this threat to hemispheric security and to 
fnvoke Articles 6 and 8 of tbe Rio Treaty in support of all 
necessary action. The Uoited Kations Charter allows for regional 
Security arrangenenots -- and the nations of this Hemisphere 
decided long ago against tbe cilitary presence of outside powers. 
Our other allies around the world have also been alerted. 


8) Sixth: Under the Charter of the United Nations, we are asking 
tonight that an energency meeting of the Security Council ba coa- 
voked without delay to teke action against thie latest Soviet 
threat to world peace. Our resolution will eall for the prompt 
Giswactiing eud withdrave] of all offensive weapons in Cuba, under 
the supervision of US observers, before the quaraatine can be 
lifted. 


7) Seventh end finally: 1 call upon Cbairmas Kbrushcbev to halt 
and eliminate this clandestine, reckless and. provocative threat 

to world peace..and to stable relations between eur two nations. 

I call upeo him further to abandon this covrse of world Gomination, 
and to join.in an historic effort to end the perilous arms race 
and transforn the history of man. He hes an opportunity now to 
nove the world back fron the ebyss of destruction -- by returning 
to his government's own words that it bed no need to station nis- 
Eiles. cutsice tts ost territory, esd withdrawing these weapons 
from Cute -- by refratsins fron aay ection which will «λάθῃ or 
deepen ᾿ξ present ¢r Ξ ~- asd then by participating ina search 
for pezceZul and permarest solutions. 


. This, Nation is prepared to present. its case against 
the Soviet threat to peace, and our on proposals for a peaceful 
world, at asy tine and in any forum -- 42 the OAS, in the United 
Natiozs, or io any other meetiag that could be useful -- without 
dimitiag our Lreedos of actiog. We bave ἐς the past made strenuous 
eilorte τὸ Lieit. the spread of nuclear weapons. . We heve proposed 
the elizinatioa of all arms and military bases 40 α fair and 
effective disarsanent treaty. We are prepared to discuss nev 
Proposels: for the resovel of teosions on both sides --- including 
the possibilities of a gonuioely lodppesdeot Cuba, free to deter- 
mioe its ows destiny. We bave no wish to war with the Soviet 


Uaioa ~- for we are a peaceful people who desire to live in peace 
with 211 other peoples. ' 


But it is difficult to settle or even discuss these 


Problezs io δὲ atnosphere of fotisidatios. That 46 why this latest 
Soviet threat το or aS other threat which ds face etther 
tmeepescectly or ty FeSfFoase io our actiogss this week -- must aod 
WLLL se met etin Celersizatios. Any hostiie move a2vehere io the 
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world againet the Safety and freedom of veoples to whom we are 
committed -- including in Particular the brave People of West 
Berlin -- will be met by whatever action ite needed. 


Finally, I want to say a few words to the captive 
people of Cuba, to whom this speech is being directly carried 
by special radio facilities. I apeak to you as a friend, an one 
who kaows of your deep attachment to your fatberland, as one 
who shares your aspirations for liberty and justice for all. 
And I have watched and the American people have watched with 
deep sorrow how your nattonaliet revolution wag betrayed -- and 
how your fatherland fell under Toreigo domination, Now your 


Americes -- and turned it into the first Latino American country 
to become ea target for nucloar war -- the Ζέχεί Letin American 
country to have these weapons on its soil. 


Thess new weapons are not in your interest. ‘They 
cootribute nothing to your peace and well being. They can only 
undernine it. But this country has no wish to Cause you to 6uffer 
or to impose any systen ὍΡΟΣ you. We know that your lives and . 
land are being used as Pawos by those cho deny you freedon. 


. Many tines in the pest, the Cuban People have rises 
to throw out tyrants who destroyed their liberty. And T bave 
no doubt thet most Cubans today look forward to the time when 
they will be truly free -- free from foreicn denisation, free 
to choose their own leaders, free to select their own systen, 
free to own their own land, free to speek, and write, and worship 
without fear or Cegradztion. Aad ther Sball Cuba be welcomed back 
to the society of free paticns and to the a8socilations of this 


My fellow citizens: Let no one doubt that thig is 

2 Gifsieuit eng Gengerous effort on which we have set out. Xo 
o=e ¢czn foresee precisely whet course 4: will take or what costs 
Or cesuzlties will be incurred. any ronths Οὐ Sscrifice ene self. 
discipline 119 ahead -- months in which both our patience and our 
will will be tested -- months in which nany threats and denuncia- 
tions will keep us aware of our dangers. But the greatest danger 
Of all would be to do nothing, ᾿ 


The path we have chosen for the preses< 1s full of 
hazards, as all paths are -. but it is tno one pest consistent 
with our character and courage a6 a nztion aad our commitments | 
around the world, The cost of freedon is aiways bigh .- but 
Americanos bave Slwaya paid it. And one path we shall gever choose, 
δῷ thay ἧς the Path of eurrencer or Subsinaion, 


Our goal 10 nor the victory of might, but the vindica- 
tion of right -. Bot peace at the expense of freedom, but both 


peace and freedon, here ia this Heoiaphere, and, we bope, around 
tbe world. God willing, that goal will be achieved, 


Toank you and good sigbt. 


END 


